On March 21st, 1991, the Maritime Patrol Community suffered its worst single accident when two P3s from the US Navy’s Patrol Squadron 50 collided during nighttime operations off the Southern California coast.  In honour of this tragedy, the Moffett Field community gathered once again to remember the lives of these young and vibrant airmen.  MPA aircraft from NAS Brunswick, NAS Whidbey Island, NAS Pt. Mugu and CFB Comox brought active duty, reserve and retired aviators to join in paying tribute to their fallen comrades, as well as paying respect to their families.

The Moffett Chapel was filled to standing room only, as over 200 friends, families and shipmates joined in remembering.  Chaplains from the US Navy, Army and Air Force led the congregation in prayers and hymns.  Former VP 50 CO, Captain John Mauthe remembered his lost crewmen.  Captain T.K. Hohl, Chief of Staff for Commander, Patrol and Reconnaissance Forces, Pacific, extended the wishes of RADM Holmes, who had to remain in Hawaii.  Captain Bill Marriott, Commander, Patrol and Reconnaissance Wing 10 offered a eulogy.  Captain Tom Spink, President of Moffett Wing, VPI, remembered the impact this tragedy had on the international MPA community.  The Commanding Officer and other serving members of 407 Squadron, CF, were welcomed and recognized for their support to the fraternal brotherhood of MPA.

After proceeding from the chapel to the Memorial Site, each fallen crewman was remembered by family or shipmate by the laying of flowers while being honoured with naval traditions of ship’s bell and bosu’n’s pipe.  After the honour guard from the 129th Air Rescue Squadron fired three rifle volleys, and Taps were played, the piper offered his tribute with Flowers of the Forest.  During the lament, a P3 from VP 46 flew in tribute over the memorial assemblage.

Families of the Moffett VPI Wing served a well-attended reception at the Community Center for the largest MPA and Naval gathering at Moffett Field since the departure of naval presence in 1999.

